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the present, whether Thnlemeyer should or should not
be recalled. His embassy ended on the arrival of Goertz,
nor do I believe he sends any dispatches.

The destiny of Launay was decided the day before
yesterday by a very severe letter. He is no longer al-
lowed to act, and they offer him a pension of only two
thousand crowns to retire on, with the proviso that he
shall remain in the Prussian States. It must be owned
his estimate is a chef-d'oeuvre of egotism and folly, and
that he might be completely refuted; although the me-
morial of the commissioners who have undertaken his
refutation is a pitable performance. He has proved two
facts, the one of which is curious, and the other decisive
against his own administration. First, that, in the space
of nineteen years, he has brought into the King's coffers
a surplus of 42,689,000 crowns of the empire, exclusive
of the fixed revenue, which annually amounted to five
millions of crowns. What dreadful oppression! The
second, that the collecting of the customs is an annual ex-
pense of more than 1,400,000 crowns, which, on a first
view of the business to be transacted, and of local cir-
cumstances, might at least be reduced two-thirds. But
not one man is at this moment employed who appears to
understand the elements of his profession. It is a fact that
they have not yet been able to make any general state-
ment of debtor and creditor, nor to class any single
branch of the revenue; so that there is not one object,
not even the King's dinner, which is yet regulated.

This is a chaos, but it is a chaos at rest. Finance,
military and civil, are. each alike in a state of stagnation;
and such a state in general would indeed be better
than the rage of governing too much, in a country
with a fixed constitution, in which individual prudence
might preponderate over public folly. But men are here
so accustomed to see their King active, or rather exclu-
sively active; they are so little in the habit of doing
what he leaves undone, though, having once issued his
orders, they very well understand the art of deceiving
him; they even think so little of laying any proposals
. before him, that the stagnation is a real clog on the
machine. But how injurious may this clog become in aand in which should be in-
